
 

   

 

Mad River & Nickel Plate Railroad Museum 

An Anthology - Addendum / An Update 

Compiled By: Dale D. Owens 

 

 

Introduction: The original Anthology was published in 2010 with help from the Bellevue 

Gazette, and printed by Herald Printing, New Washington, Ohio. 

It is now 2026 and since 2010 there have been quite a few changes in Property, Equipment and 

People. 2026 is also the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Museum, so it is appropriate to update the 

Anthology. The anniversary will be celebrated in late June & July 2026. Originally the museum 

was a community project to commemorate the 200th Birthday of the United States of America. 

Thus, 2026 is the 250th anniversary of the USA. 

 

Note: Throughout this document there are references to additional information that 

was written in our Newsletter(s) – the Caboose Cable. The Bellevue, Ohio Public 

Library has a (hard) copy of every Caboose Cable  that was sent to them, back to 

1974. They are located in the Genealogy Section of the library. 
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Section # 1. Equipment No longer with the Museum 

1. 2015 – White Wood Reefer – Sold to Illinois RR Museum 

2. 2017 - Saddle Tank Steam Engine (4-42. Pg. 75-76). Ref. Volume 42 Issue 3, June/July 2017 Cable 

Caboose Newsletter for detailed Information. 

3. 2022 - Donizetti Sleeper Car (4-26 Pg. 64). After nearly 30 years at the museum and trying to properly 

dispose of it in a responsible manner, it has gone to The Colebrookdale Railroad, Bowertown, PA. 

4. Small Work (Burro) Crane (4-39. Pg. 71) 
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Section #2. Equipment, Buildings or Property with Major Changes or 

Restoration. 

 

1. 2013 / 2014 - Wall of Honor -Donation & Contributor Wall 

.  

 

2. 2013 / 2014 Complete replacement of what we call the Coach Yard.  The work was completed by 

outside contractors. 
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3. 2015 - Wabash F-7 (Cosmetic Restoration) (4-30, Pg. 66-67) Ref. Volume 40 Issue 6 December 2015 

/January 2016 Cable Caboose Newsletter for detailed Information.   

 
 

 

Dwayne Fuehring and Geoge Keller working on the F7 Wabash 

    

4. 2015 - Illinois Terminal Caboose repainted as N&W 557981.  Ref. Volume 41 Issue 1, February / 

March 2016 Cable Caboose Newsletter for detailed Information. 

  

5. 2017 - April / May-Track Project under NKP 900. The 900 had been sinking above soft ground and 

rotten ties for several years. The Engine was moved east about 100’, rail was pulled, ties removed, new 

stone base graded, new/used ties laid out, and rail was spiked down.  (No Picture) 

 

6. 2017 - Replaced the barbed wire fence around the east part of the museum with an architectural fence. 

Reference the picture with The Earl & Virginia Daniel Volunteer Memorial. 

 



   

 

File Name: Anthology 2026 Update 5 of 16 D.D. Owens 6/22/2026 

 

7. 2021 - Semaphore (Depot) – Train Order Signal – There are two references to the work needed and 

completed on the Semaphore. The first appears in Cable Caboose Volume 46 Issue 1 – March / 

February 2021. The second appears in Volume 46 Issue #2 April / May 2021.  

   

8. 2021 - Repainted MOW (Maintenance of Way) work crane & work carts.  

 

9. 2022 - Completed acquisition of Museum Grounds from the city of Bellevue. (No Picture) 

 

10. 2023 - Wreck Diner (4-56, Pg.84), now known as the NKP Diner & Lounge 127. Ref. Volume 48 

Issue #3, May/June 2023 & Issue #5 Sept/October Cable Caboose Newsletter for detailed Information. 
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11. ALCO S-5 Switcher (4-54, Pg.83). Painting of the Boston & Maine Engine. 

 

 

 

12. Repainted N&W (#401) (4-50, Pg.81) High Cube RR Safety car with the addition of Charlie Wise’s 

historical collection. This is also work in the process. 
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13. Mechanical Reefer repainted as NKP Box Car – currently used for storage. 

 

 

14. Enhance Gardens and Flower beds throughout the museum. (On Going) 
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15. On Going – Restoration of the Silver Dome Car. (4-17, Pg. 52-57) . 

 

 

Removing seats & fixtures from the “Dome” 

 

Reupholstered seats waiting to be installed 
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Section # 3. New Equipment, Buildings, Monuments or Property 

 

1. 2010 - The former N&W / Nickle Plate SD-9 

   

 

2. 2011 -Acquired Property on the east side of South West Street donated by Kemper Scrap Metal. (No 

Picture). Refer to Volume 35 Issue #3, March 2019 issue of the museum’s Cable Caboose Newsletter for 

a detailed account. 

 

3. 2014 - Acquired Property on south & west side of the museum, including old silo areas, donated by 

Sunrise Cooperative. This included the donation of what serves as our Achieves Building. (No Picture). 

 

4. 2015 - NKP 783 Bay Window Caboose. As noted in previous CCs, 783 was donated by Bryan Malone, 

and became part of our Holiday Train. 
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5. 2015 - The Kemper Rail Park - Acquired Property and Platform, donated by Kemper Scrap Metal – 

current location of the viewing platform. 

   

 

6. 2019 – Mary Cooper Building – Reference Volume 44 Issue #4 Aug/Sept. 2019 & Issues #6 Dec/Jan. 

issue of the museum’s Cable Caboose Newsletter for detailed information. 

 

  

 

7. 2019 - 757 Berkshire Steam Engine. Refer to the April / May 2019 Volume 44 Issue #2 issue of the 

museum’s Cable Caboose Newsletter for a detailed account of the acquisition and delivery of the 757. 

There are many references in the Newsletters after 2019 to the present, describing the progress on the 

ongoing cosmetic restoration. 
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8. 2022 – Received NS Camp Car – Reference Volume 48 Issue #6, Nov/Dec. 2022 issue of the 

museum’s Cable Caboose Newsletter for detailed accounts. 

 

  

 

9. 2023 - The New York Central Caboose. Reference Volume 48 Issue #4 July/August 2023, Cable 

Caboose Newsletter for a detailed account of the acquisition. 
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10. 2026 - The Earl & Virginia Daniel Volunteer Memorial. 
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Section # 4. People who have served the museum, but have passed away 

 

Dennis Brandal (1958–2024) Dennis was a founding 

member of the museum and served as President, Vice 

President, Secretary, Trustee, and a volunteer of any 

task required. His kind nature and sharp wit made 

him a friend to everyone he encountered. Ref. 

Volume #50 Issue # 1 January/February 2025 Cable 

Caboose Newsletter for detailed Information. 
 

Mary Cooper - August 16, 1909 - September 4, 

2009. Reference Volume #45 Issue #3 December 

2020/January 2021 Cable Caboose Newsletter for a 

detailed Biography of Mary Cooper and her 

connection to the museum. 

Earl Daniel (1928-2021) (and Virginia) 

Past president & long-time member. Ref. Volume 

#46 Issue #5 November / December 2021 Cable 

Caboose Newsletter for detailed Information 

George Keller (1947–2022) George was one of the 

most energetic and talented volunteers to ever 

support the museum. Ref. Volume #47 Issue #2 

March /April 2022 Cable Caboose Newsletter for 

detailed Information. 
 

Bud Kryling (1936–2022) (& Norma) Ref. Volume 

#48 Issue #4, July/August 2022 Cable Caboose 

Newsletter for detailed Information 
 

Bob Lorenz - (1924 – 2019) Ref. Volume #44 Issue 

#6 December 2019/ January 2020 Cable Caboose 

Newsletter for detailed Information. 

David Robinson - (1942-2026) David served for 

over 40 years as a board member, Vice President, and 

Past President and volunteer of the museum. He 

worked extensively on the restoration of the 1047 

NKP Caboose, and he also initiated the ongoing and 

very successful Museum Car Shows. 

Paul Sharpe (1938 - 2025) Paul was an avid railfan 

and lifetime member at the Mad River & Nickel Plate 

Railroad Museum. He served as Curator from 1978 to 

1986 and served as a Board Trustee from 1984 to 

1986. 
 

Christine Smith (1952 – 2022) Ref. Volume #48 

Issue #4, July/August 2022 Cable Caboose 

Newsletter for detailed Information. 

Mary (Micky) Tester (1943 – 2023) Ref. Volume 

#48 Issue #5, September/October 2023 Cable 

Caboose Newsletter for detailed Information. 

 

Wayne Wolfe (1943 – 2024) Ref. Volume #49 Issue 

#4 July/August 2024 Cable Caboose Newsletter for 

detailed Information. 
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Section # 5 - Events that the Museum Did / Does, to Promote Our Mission. 

1. 2016 – Dinners in the dinner 

2. Ghost Hunters and Paranormal Explorations. 

3. Travel – Cruises, Train Trips, etc. 

4. 2016 – 40th Anniversary - Ref. Volume 41 Issue 4 August/September 2016 Cable Caboose Newsletter 

for detailed Information. 

5. 2021 - The 757 & 765 Berkshires in Bellevue. September 24th - October 3rd, 2021. Refer to Volume 46 

Issue #4 of the museum’s Cable Caboose Newsletter for more detailed information. August/September 

2021 

6. Group Tours – On Going 

7. Car Shows – On Going 

8. Community Safe Halloween – On Going  

9. Holiday Train – On Going 

10. 2026 – 50th Anniversary Celebration 

 
 

 
2026 Welcome Sign 

 

Anniversary Mural added to the Monument Station East Wall. 
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Section # 6. - 2026 Current Board of Officers and Trustees 

 

Back Row, Left to Right: Steve LaConte; Dale Owens (Secretary); Mike Todd; 

Jeff Beamer (Vice President); Kory Lucius;  

Front Row: Dwayne Fuehring; Mike Sitterly; Patsy Beamer (Treasurer); Bill 

Musser; Howard Minzer; Ruth Fuehring; Chris Beamer (President) 

Missing: Mike Hamernik 

Gift Shop Mangers – DeeAna Runkle & Phill Bowlin 

Media Coordinator – Adam Matthews 
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Other Volunteers : Note: Many volunteers serve in several roles. If we have missed anyone, 

we sincerely apologize. 

 

Welcome Center: Mike LeConte, Steve LaConte, Ken Hill, Becky Kulic, Jacob Schnee, Tim 

Tester, Wigan Wishner, Bob Matthew, & Bill Muser 

Gift Shop: DeeAna Runkle & Phill Bowlin, Ruth Fuehring, Dale Owens, Ted Noe, Beth Baily, 

& Kristi Beamer 

Grounds: Mike Sitterly, Randall Duncan, Bill Musser, & Dale Owens 

Gardens & Flower Beds: Rebecca Kulik 

Restoration Shop: Chris Beamer, Dwayne Fuehring, Jeff Beamer, Kory Lucius, Eric Williams, 

Matt Griffith, Steve LaConte, Mike LaConte, Mike Hamernik, Owen Beamer, Mike Beamer, & 

Roger Whitmire 

Group Tour Guides: Bill Muser, Mike Todd, Steve LaConte, & Dale Owens 

Holiday Train (and /or  Car Show and Other Events) Kristi Beamer, Chris Beamer, Patsy 

Beamer, Mike Beamer, Owen Beamer, Jeff Beamer, Kory Lucius, Eric Williams, Matt Griffith, 

Michael Hamernik, Mike Schreiber ,Ruth Fuehring, Roger Fuehring, Dwayne Fuehring, Lisa 

Fuehring, Ann Minzer, Howard Minzer, Randel Duncan, Adam Matthews, Dale Owens, Phil 

Bowlin, DeeAna Runkle, Dave Robinson, Rich Smith, Rebecca Kulik, Todd Runkle, Sean 

Runkle, Yazmarie Delgado, Jared Dowdy, Aiden Beamer  

 

Chapter # 7 - Acknowledgements 

 
1. Thank you to all the Museum Officers, Trustees, and especially the Volunteers who have worked so 

hard over the last sixteen years. Not only to advance the museum but also to maintain the equipment and 

grounds, making for a World Class Museum Operation.  

2. Thank you to all who donate artifacts and cash donations to support the museum. 

3. Thank you to all contributors to this document. 

4. Thank you for pictures taken by Adam Matthew, Steve LaConte, Dale Owens, Rebecca Kulic, and 

probably some photographs that we can’t identify the photographers. 

 

 


